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¥ideo conferencing in perspective

Buzineszs travel today iz about airport queues, huge mounting organisational
travel costz and terrorizt threats, It's no longer about just walking in the
airports from one port to another, Economic growth has meant frequent travel
therefore a higher cost factor, 9/11 diminizshed the difference between a
rmizzile and an airplane.

In such a zituation video conferencing iz probably the rost perfect zolution
that cutz travel costz, keeps the ermmplovees happy and zero threat to life.
Added benefitz include lower carbon emizzions, If the "prezence” wasz a factor
inthe lazt decade the prezent 20 video conferencing takes care of that rather
well,

The Booming Market: According to sources 30 Teleprezence and video
conferencing  sales  are forecasted to  reach $2.7B by 2015, the
telecormnmunication technologies' popularity iz increaszing now more than ever
before, Conszider thiz what wasz worth $64 million in 2006, it will top the %1
billion rmark in 2011, according to an IDC reszearch estimate, Frost and
Sullivan in a recent releasze zaid videoconferencing has proved to be a viable
solution for cormpanies that are reducing their travel expenditure, thereby
booszting the European videoconferencing endpoints market growth,

A recent Frost & Sullivan study revealed the Teleprezence market in the Asia
Pacific region iz predicted to grow at a whopping 64,4 per cent by the end of
2010, to reach revenues of over US373 million,

The Big Boys: The booming market and the big bovsz are here to play or
rather connect. Cizco, HP, Polycormn, Microzoft and Adobe are zorme of the
leaders in video conferencing., Like in many industriez, the market iz getting
segregated on the basziz of affordability, with differing featurez and guality
levels,

Cizco with a2 zervice branded TelePrezence, Polycormn with Realprezence and HP
with Halo are on the top end. Microzoft choozes to keep itz price low to be
able to attract the zmall and mediurm enterprizes version of itz solution called
Foundtable, The top-end ha:z high-definition wvideo, true-to-life images,
surround sound and other finer details.

The Mew Smart Entrants: There are interesting entrantz in the rmarket like
Actiz Technologiez which are giving a Telepresence or a Realprezence type of
solution but at 2 fraction of the cost of the big ones like Cizco and HP uszing
open ended technologies, Adiz recently launched their Z0 Telepreszence
solution with zorme of the finer details of the top end zolutions, high tech
sensors, touch based control interface, room scheduler and rulti-locational
roorm contral, So a 20 handshake iz almost a replica of 2 real life handshake,
Exprezzions are real and ermotions like frowns and happiness can be zeen a:s
if almost real, The furniture iz matched, The images are life zize, "Real-time
cormmunication and collaboration have become the lifeblood for any modern
buzinezz, and our 20 Telepreszence offering delivers the highest guality of
cormmmunication and interaction awvailable today - almost like being in the
sarme room," Abhimanyy Gupta, Director, Actiz technologies,

Collaboration Tools: Video conferencing today iz about large video zcreens,
electronic  projectors  and  interactive whiteboards to  help collaborative
dizcuzzions while viewing cormmrmon pages or documents can drarmatically alter
workflows, These, in industry jargon, together constitute the world of "wirtual
solutionsz." So while physzsically vou could be miles apart you can have an
almost real life like meeting sharing documents, collaborating spreadzheets
and doing zo much more,

The Last Word: Rizing bandwidths, aweszome collaboration tools, cutting costs,
new innovations in video imaging and almost real life like presence makes
video conferencing one of the hottest zectors in IT. Beszides the corporate
sector for 2 country like India it could spell another rural boom in areas like
rural medicine, rural education and zo much more,
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